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The phrase "Catholic Church" customartly refers to the Roman Catholic Church. This should be particularly true when
1t1s used by Carholic New York, a Catholic newspaper representing the Roman Catholic archdiocese of New York.

However, the "Catholics” that Msgr. Berardi referred to many times in the captioned article do not belong to the
Foman Catholic Church. Rather, they belong o an orgamzation called the "Chinese Catholic Patnotic Association”
created by the Chinese Communist government almost 42 vears ago m 1957 in order to replace the almost 2000 year
old Roman Catholic Church. In His speech on December 3, 1996, the Pope apparently referred to the Chinese Catholic
Patriotic Association as "a church which does not respond either to the will of the Lord Jesus, nor to the Catholic

faith"

It 1 very sad to note that nowhere in the captioned article does Msgr. Berardi speak out for the sulfering underground
Roman Catholic Church in China, nor ask the Patriotic Association leadership and the Chinese authorities why the
Eoman Catholic Church is still illegal in China,

On the subject of the Chinese government's population control efforts, the Article stated: "the bishop replied (should

‘have wnitten "the Patriotic Association Bishop replied”) 'We teach our people the truth of the gospel; we also teach

them natural family planning,' " In fact, in its pastoral letter on the Dignity and Responsibility of Women issued by the
Patnotie Association's Bishops Conference, the bishops of the Patriotic Association openly advised women to
implement "China's platform for the development of women”, This platform includes birth control, sterilization,
abortion and the "One Family, One Child" policy!

The Article reported that "an estimated 10 million Catholics enjoying limited freedom”. This is wrong and misleading,
There are about & to 9 million underground Roman Catholics in China who has been under severe persecution for half
a century smee 1949 There 15 absolutely no freedom for their religious activities, There are also 4 million members
joming the Patriotic Association's Church. These 4 mllien Patniotic Association members enjoy a certain degree of
"freedom" because they are sanctioned by the Chinese Government.

What the Article did not report was that while hundreds of millions of Roman Catholics ¢elebrated Christmas, Easter,
or sunday Mass around the world, there has not been any public Mass n the last 40 vears for the underground Roman
Catholic Church across China. Roman Catholics have no open churches in China, because they are underground. A
Holy Mass, a prayers service, and even praying over the dying by the underground Roman Catholics are all considered
subversive activities if done without the government's permission. The government has never granted such permission
to the underground Roman Catholics for their religious activities. Religious services by the underground Roman
Catholics can only be secretly conducted n private homes or deserted fields. The Chinese government deems these
private gatherings of Roman Catholics as illegal, unauthorized, subversive and punishable by exorbitant fines.
detentton, house arrests, imprisonment or fabor camp internment. For example, our press release on October 13, 1998
deserbed the arrests and fines of an underground priest and many laypersons and nuns on the feast of the Assumption
of the Blessed Virgin Mary, because they were caught atending the Holy Mass in the open field. FIDES' Press
Release on January 5, 1999 described how the Chinese authorities used sexual seduction to blackmail the underaround
Roman Catholic religous,

Many of you have been in China. Many of vou have been to the Cathedral in Shangha, the Cathedral in Beijing and
other churches elsewhere, However, what you may not have realized was that vou were not in a Roman Catholic
Church. You were m a church belonging to the Patriotic Association. These churches look Catholic. The vestments
are the same, as are the prayers and the hymns. But they are not Roman Catholic. Why? Let me explam.

First - The most important article in the constitution of the Patriotic Association 15 its autonomy from the Pope. It does
not recognize the supreme admmstrative, legislative and judicial authority of the Pope. Theology 10! teaches
us that no one can possibly claim commumon with the Pope while simultancously denying the supreme
authorities of the Roman Ponnil, Moreover, during the World Youth Day celebration in Mamls in January
1995, the Pope stated very clearly: "A Catholic whe wishes o remain such and to be recognized as such canno
refect the principle of communion with the suceessor of Peter,” Therefore, the Patriotic Association 1 NOT n
commumon with the Pope. Without such communion, the Patrietic Association could not possibly be the One,
Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church,

Therefore, when Msgr, Berardi talked about the "evidence of love for the pope” by the Patriotic Association
Catholics, | wash that Msgr. Berardi would point out to the public that "love for the Pope” 15 net enough to
make them Roman Catholies. Many other religious believers and non-believers have the same "evidenee of
love for the Pope”, but they are not Roman Catholies. They must also be obedient 1o the Pape and must
recognize Him as the supreme autharity of the Church in order 10 satisfy one of the few reguirements to be
Romun Catholics
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Second - The bishops of the Patriotic Association are not appointed by the Holy Sce. They are appointed by the
Chinese government and are consecrated without the approval of the Holy See. During the consecration of
the Patriotie Association, the communion with the Roman Pontiff is not even mentioned, Instead, they took
an vath to uphold the principle of an autonomous church and to cut off all control from the Pope.

7) In an altempt to over its political agenda and to make it appear more like a Church, the Patriotic Association
estabhished 1 1980 "The Chinese Bishops' Conference”. Please note that the name of this conference "The Chinese
Bishops' Conference” was without the word "Catholic". When the Patriotic Association bishops traveled outside
China, they had to identify themselves as the hishops fram the Patriotic Association. This did not have the desirable
marketing appeal.

S0, in 1992, "The Chinese Bishops' Conference” changed its name. They inserted the word "Catholic” in their title and
changed 1t to "China Catholic Bishops' College”. Patriotic Association members now introduced themselves as
Catholic priests or Catholic bishops, without ever having to disclose that they are members of the Patniotic Association,
and without ever having to disclose that they have no ties to the Vatican, To add insult to mjury, many of those tnps to
the United States by the Patriotic Association's personnel are paid for by the United States Government.

This deceptive change n terminology produced predictable results. Since then, numerous articies have appeared in the
media, meluding diocesan newspapers such as Catholic New York, Catholic magazines, and Catholic Radio about the
"Catholic Church in China”, These articles were, in fact, desenibing the Patriotic Assoctation Church. Numerous tours
to China have been organized by Roman Catholic mstitutions such as the U. 8. Catholic China Bureau. These tours
were supposed to visit the churches and seminaries of the "Catholic Church”, but in fact they visited the Patriotic
Association's facihities. Many conferences have been sponsored by Roman Catholic institutions ostensibly for the
"Catholic Chureh in China”, but in effect are for the Patnotic Association's Church.  Along the way, the loyal
underground Roman Catholic Church and its persecution by the Chinese Government were almost never mentioned,
As i result, these articles, tours and seminars have badly deceived the public,

In the meantime, Patriolic Association priests and bishops, masquerading as bona fide Catholic ¢lerics, traveled around
the world and solicited donations. Misinformed Catholic institutions, some of them possibly well mtentioned, donated
mullions to the Patriotic Association while the underground loyal bishops were left with almost nothing.

) The Article also reported that Msgr. Berardi was "on a study tour sponsored by the U.S, Catholic China Bureau at
Seton Hall University in South Orange, N1 The name U.S. Catholie China Bureaw, m my opmion, 1s 4 very
confusing name, 1t sounds like an official organization representing the Cathohe Chureh in the Umted States. It 1s not.
It is an arm of the Marvknoll Missionarics who sponsored about fifty Patriotic Association seminarians and priests to
study in various Roman Catholic Seminaries in the United States. They are given full tuition, room, and board
scholarship from various dioceses. Upon completion of their studies, the Patriotic Association seminarians will return
(some have already returned) to China to be ordamed, not by the underground Roman Catholie bishops, but by therr
Patriotic: Assoctation bishops. They will serve in the Patnotic Association dioceses which, as mentioned carlier, are
not in communion with the oly Father, Some of these seminarians were mentioned in the captioned article.

On the contrary, there are about 1000 underground Roman Catholic seminarians in China. These dedicated young men
have chosen to follow the footsteps of the Chinese martyrs, their underground bishops and His Holiness Pope John
Paul 11 to serve the Church during the most difficult years. ( Pope John Paul Il was an underground semimnarian.) It is
heart-broken to note that no missionaries in the free world have sponsored the underground Roman Catholic
seminarians en masse to the United States to study like the Maryknoll has sponsored the Patriotic Asseciation's
SEMINarians,

9) Some .S, dioceses have even granted faculties to Patriotic Association priests, allowing them to openly offer Holy
Mass and administer other Sacraments meluding hearing confession in a Roman Cathohie parish. Many Catholics
who are the recipients of these sacraments from a Patriolic Association's priest are in the dark, because they do not
know the identity of the priest. 1 for one will never allow a Patriotic Association priest, albeil his "evidence of love
for the Pape”, to hear my confession and give me the last nite, as long as the Patriotic Association 1s nol recognized by
the Pope. This granting of faculties 1o Patriotic Association priests together with other actions send an unmistakable
but wrong signal to the Chinese authonties that while the Patnotie Association is not recognized by the Pope, it
appears that it is now de facto recognized by certain element of Roman Catholic hierarchy in the Umited States.

10} China continues 11s oppressive religious policies partially because many church leaders sent wrong and misleading
signals, Tam afraid that the captioned article 15 one of the many that had given the Chinese government these signals.
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The objective of the so-called "education through labor” was a tactic o force a prisoner's will to submit, using extreme
physical fatigue, In this labor camp, even the stronger prisoners would be weary, let alone the weaker ones, [t was almost
impossible 10 handle the long hours of work, let alone the inensity of the work, The basic work of the prisoners was to
transport the semi-finished bricks. Every prisoner had to manually transport (push) 70 loads each day - 35 loads in the
moming and 35 loads in the alternoon. Each load weighed 500 kilograms (1.100 pounds) and had to be pushed for halt of
a kilometer. In other words, each prisoner had 1o manually push 500 kilograms (1,100 pounds) of semi-finished bricks for
35 kilometers (22 miles). Those who failed 1o accomplish the task were savagely beaten. As a result, prisoners would use
all their strength to push this heavy load, perspiring unceasingly, in a frantic attempt to accomplish the task. Regardless of
their efforts, they were frequently beaten.

The prisoners did not expect this newly amved, slimly built and scholarly priest, Father Wei. to be able to meet the work
quota. They aill expected to be entertained by watching Father Wei being scourged. The camp guards were cagerly
walling to "teach this priest a lesson”, Work began. Fveryvone had to push this heavy load of the semi-finished bricks
back-and forth. The priest was no exception. Days went by, The priest was never beaten. On the contrary, he was always
the first one to accomplish the work every day. The prisoners were puzzled and mstimetively thumbed-up the priest,
However. the camp guards were not receptive to the priest's effort. They were waiting for an opportunity to humiliate this
priest,

The opportunity came. There was a heavy storm that turned the camp into a mud field. It was very difficult to walk, and
even more dilficult to work under these conditions. As a result., the guard assigned three prisoners to each cart to transport
the bricks. However, because Father Wet was a third class prisoner deserving "special treatment”. he was left to push the
cart alone and was expected to transport 70 loads as usual. Father did not object. He accepled the order. He prayed
unceasingly, praving for God's mercy, and for the Holy Mother's protection. He worked alone on this mud field with 500
kilograms (1. 100 pounds) weight for each load and completed the required 70 loads on time, having pushed a total of 33
kilometers (22 miles). Many times, he looked back as i’ wondering who was helping him to push, The prisoners were
shocked at the Father's accomplishment, The guards were stunned. The priest himself was astonished. In amazement, the
prisoners asked Father Wer "Where did vou get so much strength?'  Father answered plainly: "God helped me.”
Henceforth, the prisoners looked at the Father in a different light, because he was not just a prisoner like others. They
believed that Father Wer was truly protected by God. The guards stopped bothering the Father and stopped toving to
“teach bim @ lesson”. Deep down m thewr hearts, the guards secretly respected him. True, "many are the sorrows of the
wicked, but kindness surrounds him who trusts in the Lord." (Ps 32:10)

Those who were selected by God must complete their work. Although Father Wei's formal mission of evangelization was
cut short since he entered the Labor Camp, he continued to be a witness to God's Words with his unselfish love, unceasing
prayers, and sacrifice, quietly accepting the sulfering God gave him. After hus work each day, he prayed, offering his
day's labor 1o God. While the prisoners rested on their beds, Father knelt in the comner of the room and- prayed. The
prisoners would ask: "Are you not tired? Why do you not get some rest? Father answered: "This 1s the best rest [ can
have." It is true that without prayers, there is no vitality in life. Prayers are the source of this vitahity, I the beginmmg,
seeng the quarrel. jealousy, cursing and arguments among the prisoners, Father did not know how to handie them. He
tried to influence them by his love and prayers. Although there was very little success in the beginning, Father was not
disappomnted. because he trusted in God. Father was in fact very hopeful of influencing the prisoners.

Shortly after his arrival in the Camp, Father Wei received several food parcels and elothes from his panshioners. He laid
everything on a table and told the prisoners: "Please help vourself.” Everything was snatched away before the Father even
had a chance to finish s sentence. Father did not blame them, because he knew how much they needed these things in
such poor conditions. However, such an unusually charitable gesture immediately brought suspicion from his cellmates.

There was 4 young man nicknamed Tiny Woo in the Camp. Tinv was a high school graduate and was very intelligent,
He was in the Camp because he committed theft. Tiny thought that the only way to gain other peaple's fear and respect in
the Camp was to use force. He had never seen anyone trving to use generosity and kindness, He therefore alerted all his
campmates to be on guard, because they could not understand Father's ulterior motives in the sharing of his meager
possession, Perhaps Tiny was right, because his way of thinking reflected life in the Camp. However, the facts proved
that Tiny was wrong, It was not only once or twice, but many times that Father Wet distributed everything he recerved
from his parishioners 10 his campmates, without any sinings attached. The campmales could not find out Father's "ultenor
motives”. The only thing they discovered was the Father's love for them and his spirit of holiness. Perhaps, this material
advantage did bring pood relations o the campmates after all. They gradually became friendly to the pricsl.,

One campmate became very sick one day. Everyone looked at him without knowing what to do. Father Wet saw his
sufferings and was very sympathetic. He prayed quietly, seeking God's mercy and asking for a cure from the Blessed
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Mather. With deep faith, he poured some Holy Water in 2 bowl. He told the sick campmate; "Please drink this water.”
I'he campmate took & look at the water and refused. The Father again urged him to drink the Holy Water. The sick man
finally drank all the water. Before long, he was cured completely without a trace of his sickness, It appeared to be like
the tale from "Arabian Nights". The sick man asked the Father: "What was the medicine that vou give me?" The father
said: "1 was Holy Water," Immediately, the news of Father Wei curing the sick with Holy Water circulated throughout
the Camp.

Many people m the Camp recogmized that this cure by Holy Water was truly an unusual event, Through the Father's
hving example, the campmates began to see goodness, faith and God in him, They no longer considered him as a person
without love. On the contrary, they saw him as a man filled with love for others. They no longer considered him as a
"third class prisoner”, rather they wok Father Wer as their brother.  They wished to be with him together. Under the
privst’s quiet influence, the campmates changed. The seed of God's Words had staried blossoming in thewr hearts. Once,
several campmates lold the Father: "We wish to believe in YOUR religion.! With a smile on s face, the Father
answered: "Oh no. [t 1s not MY religion. 1t is our God's religion.” The Father seeretly taught them the basic catechism
and prepared them for baptisms.

Those who did not convert also changed their attitudes. They no longer worked with anguish and despair, but with hope
and happiness. They began to think posiively about their lives, realizing the value of their existence, Later, when the
Father shared with them the parcels he veceived from s parishioners, they no longer grabbed and snatched. They shared
among themselves with courtesy and politeness, Such behavior is most unusual in a labor camp,

During their last few visits to Father We, the parishioners noticed that when the prisoners saw them. many of them made
the signs ol the cross. The parishioners asked Father Wei: "Are they Catholics?" The Father replied: "Yes. some of them
are Catholes, but all of them are future Catholics!™

Finally, the whoie camp was influenced by Father Wei, Even the worst, hard-core prisoner was moved by the Father.
When the Camp administration encountered some uneducated hard-core prisoners. they gave up usimg force: rather, they
discussed the situation with the Father to lay down the ground rules. Whenever prisoners had the chance to talk to Father
Wer, strange things happened. There was always a distmet improvement in their attitude and outlook

Once, there was a young drug addict called Lee. He was filled with anpuish and pain because he had no drugs 1n the
Camp. After he had a long talk with the Father, he began to change his habuts willingly, accepting the pam of withdrawal.

Three years went by, How many mights and days were there i these three vears? Father Wei suffered together with all
his campmates,  Every campmate wanted 1o be called the Father's best friend.  During these three years, Father Wes
baptized three prisoners in the camp.  After they were released, they registered in their own dioceses.  Almost EVETY
campmate heard the names of Jesus and Mary. Many leamed to make the Sign of the Cross and to say the Hail Mary.
The prisoners would not start their meals until the Father said his Grace. They insisted that the rice would taste better and
sweeter after the Grace. This could very well have been true,

Three years had passed. Father Wer was due to be released, Before his departure, the Father promised to come back to
pick up Ty Woo when he was ready (o be released and promised to baptize him. Both Tmy and the Father were looking
forward to that day. It finally came. 1t was a bnllant day in Spring. Grass was sprouting and flowers were blassoming.
Cnee the Father stepped inside the gates of the Camp, the prisoners, guards, and administrative personnel immediately
came torward to greet him, A true friend of the Labor Camp had kept s promise and come back to take Tiny home.

Accompanied by Father Wei, Tiny Woo shook hands with his campmates and bade them good-bve. Durnng the last few
years, the whole camp was transformed from a notortously savage camp to a camp of fmendship and love. Yes, "the fields
are shiting for harvest (In 4353 "

Father Wer ook Tiny Woo to his chapel and baptized him. The baptism was witnessed by many of the faithtul and Tiny
beeame & true Catholic. Next day. when Father Wei was ready to send Tiny home, Tiny said: "Father, | want to become a
priest. I no longer have a home. The semmary will be my home." Tiny did not go home. He telephoned home instead,
Then, accompanied by Father Wes, Tiny marched through the gates of an underground Roman Catholic Semnary, --End--
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