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March 2001
SPRING TIME USHERS IN TWO ANNIVERSARIES,

AND A RENEWED COMMITMENT TO THE NEW EVANGELIZATION

Dear friends.

Aswe greet the first Sprng scason of the new millennium, we prepare o commemonite 1w impor-
tant anniversaries - the passing of His Eminence, lgnatius Cardinal Kung, and the issuance of our
Oypen Letter to the Holy See on March 28, 2000

Memaorial Mass For His Eminence, The Late lgnatius Cardinal Kung

We shall seon be i prayerful remembrance of His Enimence, Tgnatius Cardinal Kung, who died
March 12, 20000 O the owcaston of the first anniversary of his death, Rt Rev. Msgr. John Horgan-
Kung, the Uardinal’s confessor who adopted the name Horgan-kung after the death of the Cardinal,
shall offer a tradivonal Latn Memornal Mass (Tridentine Rite) for the lnie Cordinal on Sunday,
March 11, 2 PM at 50 lohn the Evangelist Church in Stamford, Connectien. Msagr, Eugene Clark,
a Director of the Hoard of the Cardinal Kung Foundation, the newly appomted Rector of St Patrick
Cathedral i New York City and the previous pastor of St. Agnes Church in New York Clity, will
deliver the homily. Refreshments will be served after the Mass. You are welcome to attend and par-
ticipate, [l you plan to attend, please let us know at the address on this letter head <o that we could
estimate the attendance

Relies of Cardinal Kung

We recerved muny requests for Cardinal Kung's relics. We are now in the process of working with
a vendor 1o prepare the relics for distributions, These relics will be helpful in praying for the can-
omzation of Cardinal Kung

Clarification of the Foundation's Work for the Cardinal's Canonization

It has come 10 our antention that many people are under the impression that the Cardingd Kung
Foundation has an officially authonzed cause for the canonization of Cardinal Kung. Please note
that we are not aware of any application submitted to the Holy See for the cause of Cardinal Kung,
In any case, the Holy See has not authorized such a cause. Rather, the Cardinal Kung Foundation
has been granted permission by His' Eminence Paul Cardinal Shan to begin collecting information
with a view toa future officially authonzed cavse for the Cardinal's canonization,

In connection with the Foundation’s efforts to collect pertinent informanon i support of Cardinal
Kung's canonuzation. | urge those of you who had contact with Cardinal Kung during his life 1o pro-
vide us in writing with any information about the Cardinal that you think might be pertinent.
Contrary to what some people have thought, vou do not need to wait for a miracle throwgh the
intercession of the Cardinal to oceur before sending us any pertinent information. The cause
for the canonization of any person, in addition to any miracles atiributed to that person’s interces:
siom, ulso considers the person’s personal sanctity. Thus. it would be most important for you 1o send
us now any information about the Cardinal that could Serve as witness'to the Cardinal’s sanctity. IT
vou befieve that your life and faith have been touched ina significant way by Cardinal Kung's min-
istry. his witmess to the gospel and his dedication 1o the successor of St. Peter, this is a uniquc oppor-
tunity for you to be a witness to his sanctity for his canomization, All the friends of the Cardinal and
the persecuted Church in China will be most grateful to you. Please do so without delay,

Those who need a copy of the (:'J.u'iﬁ‘.‘ﬁr Reporting ."ﬁ.fpéﬂm:m’ sunctity of Cardinal Kung and an
Extraordingry Cure and a copy of the Prayer for the Canonization of Cardinal Kune, all printed in
our Chrstmas 200 1ssue of newsletter, please contact us.

“Hieh wivat prayerful fvogiog and fove de § follow the ife of the fopal Chimese Catholic commumities, ™ Page dodoe Paad T Judy 1, 1891
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The New Evancelization

As most of you know, Pope John Paul IT has called for a “New Evangelization™ for the new millennium. If T understand the Holy Father
corrcetly, the “New Evangelization”™ mcludes. not only new ways and methods of preaching the Gospel, but also a new conscien-
tiousness about the universal scope of preaching the Gospel Many times, | have noticed, even among the Catholic leaders in the
United States, both clergy and laity; a preoccupation with the many challenges facing the Church in this country, but to the detriment
ol their attention to the universal Church, especially in these parts of the world that seem so remote and different from the United States,
and where the Church suffers in ways that we Amencans cannot even begin to imagine. One of these seemingly remote places, of
course, is Ching, where the Church has been forced “underground™ and continues 1o be persecuted for her fidelity to the Successor of
Peter,

Calling on Cathaolic Leaders in the United States

This past Fall, 1 attended the Catholic Leadership Conference and had the opportunity to meet with approximately 100 Catholic lead-
ars from all over the United States, and to propose to them to make the persecutions of the underground Roman Catholic Church in
China a major topic of the 2001 conference. | also sent to each of them on November 8, 2000 o copy of my Open Letter 1o the Holy
See of last year, and made specific proposals to these leaders about joining our efforts in helping the underground Church in China.
Thus far, besides about 5 participants who hod already read and expressed support 1o my Open Letter before the Conference, T have
received only one oral and one written response from these Catholic leaders. [ hope to hear from many more in the commg weeks, IF
you are a member of any Catholic organization, please propose to your organization to support the persecuted Roman Cathalic Church
in China, through pravers and actions in the spint of the New Evangelization.

First Anniversary of the Open Letter to the Holy See

In the meantime, we commemaorate the second of the two anmversanes that | had mentioned at the beginning of this letter, It has been
approximately one year since 1 sent my Open Letter to the Holy See, and have not received any official response, My hope is
that the spirit of the “New Evangelization” will permeate the entire Church in all her dimensions, works, and members so that this Open
Lener will receive due attention and finally receive a response from the Holy See, either directly to the Foundation or m the form of
an OmMeal Dreetive onthe tepic of “contact with the Patriotic Association and the persccuted Roman Catholic Church in Chinn.™
Please join us i prayers for the underground Church. 1f you would like to have a copy of this Open Letter, please let us know

Two Additional Efforts for the New Evangelization
"Evangelizing by Email™

This will involve your parncipation i sending to your fnends and associates an email message prepared by the Foundation. The mes-
sage 18 a brief deseription of the persecuted Church in China, the Foundation's efforts in ussisting the underground Church, and an invi-
tation to your friends to visit the Foundation’s web site, a link to which will be included in the prepared message. Also, we WILe you
to exhort your friends 1o send the same message , in turn, 1o their friends, so that the message continues 10 spread out 1o s many peo-
ple as possible. In this way, we hope 10 advance the conscientiousness about the universal Church to as many people as possible, and
muore particularly o inform them about both the suffering of our brothers und sisters in China and ways in which they can come 1o their
aid. 11 vou ure interested in participating in this new program, please email us first. Our reply to you will include the message and
the link to our site. You can then copy our reply and start emailing it to your friends. You would need only 1o type in the email
addresses and vour other personal messages, i any, to your friends.

“Coast to Coast™ Annual Masses for the Underground Chureh in China

Our second new effort for the “New Evangelization™ also involves vour participation. We would like to develop into a tradition from
eoast to coast in this country, and, if possible, around the world— in as many panshes as possible — the celebrarion of an annual Mass
for the persecuted underground Roman Catholic Church in China. This would mvolve vou and/or yeur groups’ efforts to have a Holy
Mass offered in your parish with the special intention of the persecuted underground Roman Catholic Church in China. The stipend
of this Mass 1s to be denated by vou directly to vour pansh.

We would like to establish the last Sunday of September of each vear — the Sunday closest on the calendar to the national day of
the communist China — as the annual date for these Masses. If you are of the opinion that the pastor is knowledgeable about the
ongoing persecution of the Roman Catholic Church in China, please ask him w say a few words about the persecations during his
homily and/or during the prayers of the faithful. We would like to see these Masses celebrated beginning this coming September
30, 2001,

As the calendars for Mass intentions 1n most parishes are reserved many months in advance, we urge you to contact your local pastors
immediately. Also, we recommend that. at the very same time that vou visit your pastors about this Mass, vou schedule the Mass on
the last Sunday of September of the following year 2002, and contimue this practice for the years to come. [f yvou are able to accom-
plish this, please let us know as soon as the Mass is accepted by your Pastor so that we could tally the number of the churches partic-
ipating the effort. 1t would also be helpful if vou could arrange to send us cach year a copy of your parish bulletin in which the
announcement of this Special Mass for the underground Catholic Church in China s published. In return, we would send you brochures
und other pertinent material aboul the suffering Church in China for you to distribute in the parish on the day of the Mass, with the per-
mission of the pastor

We hope that thousands of parishes will celebrate Mass on the same day for the persecuted Roman Catholic Church in China in the
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hope that the media will pick up the story and publicize the plight of the underground church. In this way, we can multiply both the
prayvers for and the awareness of the underground Catholic Church in China. Come, be the voice for the underground Church and assist
us to launch this program. Please contact vour pastor as soon as possible and keep us informed of your effort. - May our Lady of She-
Shan bless you for vour effor.

The Ongoing and Intensifying Campaign Against the Underground Church

AFP {Agency French Press) reported on December |2 that “Authorities in eastem China have shut down, and in some cases blown up,
450 Catholic and Protestant churches. ... A spokesman of Chinese Government explained that “In order to maintain *social stability’,
the local government demolished underground churches. ... These organizations were operating under the cloak of religion. They
hoodwinked people, interfered in normal religious activities™  The Information Center for Human Rights & Democracy, a Hong Kong
group, says about 1,200 temples and churches have been demolished or shattered in the provinee of Zhejiang since late 1999,

The Cardinal Kung Foundation has been reporting the destruction of the underground Roman Catholic Church since 1994, The newly
repored destruction of the Churches did not start recently as many people were led to believe from this news article. [t has been hap-
pening for many years, and has continued to intensify, Was it a mere comncidence that there was massive destruction of the churches
and temples in the last quarter of 2000 soon after the Amencan government granted China full trade parter status in September 20007

As part of the government’s pre-Christmas harassment of Chnstians Jast November, a prest, five nuns, and several seminarians and
lay people from the underground Catholic commumity were detamed as they began to pray in a restaurant 1in Luoyuan County, Fujian
provinee: The group was split up among vanous government offices for questioning and held several days. According to the Thailand-
hased LUCA News, two nuns and a faywoman were dented food and sleep for two days. A Commurmist Party official attacked the
Cathohie Church in a lecture 1o the three women and, under verbal sexual harassment, forced the nuns to sign a document saying they
renounced their faith, sources saill. (Our Suaday Visitor, January 21, 2001 )

Today, Roman Catholics have no open public churehes in China because they are illegal. A Holy Mass, a prayver service, and even
praying over the dying are all considered subversive actvities if done without the government’s permission.  Religious services for
the underground Church can only be secretly conducted in private homes or deserted fields. Now, the Chinese Government is carry-
Ing on o very sctive campaign o force the underground faithful o register with the Patriotic Associution as testified in the above
teport from Owr Sunday Visitor. The Chinese government deems these private gatherings of Roman Catholics and refusal to register
with the Patriotic Association as illegal, unauthorized, subversive and punishable by exorbitant fines, detention, house arrests, jails,
lwbor camp or even death. Many bishops, priests, and lay persons are currently detained, or under house arrests, or in hiding. As the
Chinese government increases its persecution, we rely on you o intensify your prayers and sacrifice for China, especially through
the above mentioned “Evangelizing by Email” and “coast to coast annual Masses™ programs.

Fund Ralsing

it our Jast newsletter, we said that we received urgent requests from a few underground bishops and that we needed 1o raise § 150,000
in the next 4 months for the various projects. | wish to report that at the time of the printing of this newsletier, we have received about
$ 50,000, We deeply appreciate your generosity, even though we are still short of the target. Every sacrificial donation vou make will
bring us one step closer to meeting the needs of the underground diocese. Your prayers count heavily 1o us. We hope that in the next
few months, your continuous generosity will make up for it!

President
Father McGrath: We Love You. We Thank You For What You Have Done For Us. Rest In Peace.

In 1939, during “the rape of Nanjing™, 4,000 Japanese soldiers ammved.  Father Mc(rath recalled: “The women ran to me looking for
protection, | was supposed 1o keep the Japanese army out. God led me 10 one particular soldier. We started talking about movies. He
asked me 1f 1 liked Lorenta Young. I said *She’s a personal friend of mine. T had met her in Hollvwood.” He wrote something and put
iton the door. Al soldiers saluted and staved away. The women stayed with me for six months, They were all baptized in that time.”

This was Father Aedan McGrath, through whom God outwitted the Japaness and saved hundreds of Chinese women during the Sini-
Japanese war, and gave them the grace of baptism. (The Japanese Government as of this date more than half a century later has never
apologized and compensated the victims for the atrocious crimes it had committed during *the rape of Nanking'. Hundreds of thou-
sands dicd. Maore injured.)

Father McGrath was a Columban missionary for 7] years. He went to Chima in 1929 until he was expelled by the Chinese Communists
in 1954 after he was imprisoned for 2 years and ¥ months. “T was put in a tiny cell. like a dog box. It was solitary confinement for
almost three years. There was no table, chair or bed. [ could only he on the floor. | was never allowed to close my eves, talk or
sneeze.” Father MeGrath remembered: “T had nothing, but.. .| said my Rosary, | did some exercises. | had two tins of rice and 4 bit
uf vegetable everyday.."
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Why did the Chincse Comimunists hated Father MoGrmath so much? Because he founded the [
Lezon of Mary all over China. 1n his early mission davs. he had 23 missions over a wide : :
arca: 1 spendt three days in each mission., staying in a straw hut. 1 brought my own blanket.
There were no roads or buses. | walked.”™ 11 took him a couple of months 1o cover all the
ground for one round of visit. Following a visit to Dublin in 1946, he retumed and was
instructed o start the | egion all over China. ““Within half-an-hour, the first pracsidium was
formed in what was probably the most sophisticated umiversity n. China at the time in
Shangham,” Father MeGrath recalled. “From Shanghas, | went 1o central China, Hankow, and
did the same. Then up to Beying., Within two yvears, we had 2,000 magnificent groups.”
The work was not test on Mao Zedong. He called the Legion “public enemy number ong™

O Octaber 8, 1951, the legton of Mary was condemned on the front pages ol newspapers
across China as “runnmg dogsof the US. impenabists under the cloak of religion, and as an
anti-revolutionary, subversive organization”™. The Legion was ordered by the Chinese gov-
ernment to be disbonded and o register wath the government. In the meantime, they put
Father MeGrath in jail

Ulinder the divine protection of our Blessed Mother, the leadership and full support of Bishop
Kung, ond the good formation that Father MceGrath to the Legionanes, the majority ol

Legionuraes stayed Joyvil to the Church and refused o register. Many lost their jobs and were

expelled from schools, Some Tamthes were exiled 1w remote, barren provinees, never o

| [T T T
R LI

return,  Yel the Lepwonaries stood fioms they chose 1o suffer for Grod's sake. Many of them Farher W, Aedan Met,

y 11 33
were sent (o jail and labor comp Tor 10-30 years. My sister was there for 21 years WRZHARG = 120

Al the height of persecunions of the Legion of Mary, Father Manthew Chang, one of the Chaplains of the Legionanes, said: “You sul~
fered the seourgmg. | feel for vour pain momy heant, Dear Legionaries, vou and vour family’s tears are the pearls that form the arown
i our Blessed Mother Your sufferings formed the bouguet of rases for her. You have won the first battle. Howeyer, be vigilant and
priy. The devils would mot give up casily™. Mr Francis Shen, whir was the President ol the Legons of Mury Chapter i "ih:|1ll1._'_il:|.i.

was publicly executed mn November 1963 with a bullet in his head, because he refused to renounce his taith and to denounce the Legion

M Shan won a crown of manyrdom lor the Legion of Mary and for Clana

U his release from China, Father MeGirath recenved a huge reception i the National Stadium i Dublin, and was anended hy the
President of lreland and the Legion Founder, Mr Frank Duft. He worked for approximately 11 years with [rish enigranis in England
and sinee 1906 untl lns death, e worked tirelessly tor the Legion of Mary and traveled constantly around the word 10 visiv and coun-
sel the refugee Lepronuries from China. In-an encounter with & former female Chinese Legionnaire whom he had not met For several
decades, be remarked in fluent Mandann “What a beaunful @mrl vou are!™ The girl took off her wig and revealed her bald head as the
result ol ehemo therapy. He embraced her, cned and said: " This s 8 miracle from the Holy Mother. Rose, were vou nat jailed by the
Communists for 26 vears.” He was already more than 90 vears old, vet he stll remembered exactly her history. =1 believe that the

Blessed Mother will give you back 26 vears!”

| remembered his st visit with the Cardimal i J994 after 43 vears of separation. My family and o small group ol [Grmer posoners
of comseience in China attended o Holy Mass al Curdinal's small chapel, We were in awe facing three GLANTS of the underground
Catholic Church in China. None of them stood more than 3 feat 2 inches: His Eminence Cardinal Kung [age 93 afier 32 4 years
in jail), Fr.. Xavier Tsal, 8.1 (age 86 after 35 vears in jail) and Fr. MeGrath (age 90, expelied from China, 2 % years i jail). They
concelebrated Mass m Chinese. Fr. MeGirath addressed the congregation after the Mass i fluent Mandarin, apologized that he had for-

gollen how to read most of the Chinese characters. He asked us to thank God for the grace 10 share mn a very small way, his cross is
Catholies in Ching. Adfier that visit, he visited His Eminence each time he was in the United States, and became a frequent guest with
my family, In his 90°s, Father McGrath traveled extensively and incessantly throushout the world, meluding many reémaote areas 1o pro-
mote the Lepion of Mary, always relying on Holy Maother's protection and a small bortle of nitreglycerin in his pocker. Healways kept
in teuch with s, for China is very clese o his hean

In hus last letter to me on July 11, 2000, he wrote: “l am wnting vou a shor letter 1o thank vou for sending me that document on the
Open Letter. [t is well put together and these questions cerainly need 1o be answered from somewhere, We all must realize that it
would take quite a while for the different eardinals 1o become aequainted wath all the circumstanees before they could answer, but [ as
one hope and look forward to secing those answers. Thank vou for sending 1t. .. Joseph. this 1s just to let vou know that | am intense-
Iy interested in what you are doing and T hope evervthing will come out smoothly. Please give my warm regards to Agnes and all my
dear friends in Connecticut.”

Father W, Acdan MeGrath, 5.5.C. died on December 25, 2000, He was 93, He looked about 65 with the energy of someone much
younger. He was very active until the very end, having just appeared on Ireland’s TV *Would You Believe™ shortly before he died.
He died of a massive Heart attack among his family members after he offered three moming Masses on Christmas dav, e is the true
spiritual father of the Legion of Mary in China, His impact on the Roman Catholic Church in China 50 vears ago and the survival of
the Romon Catholic Church in China today in the underground is inseparable. The church in China is forever grateful to Almighly
Crod for sending this great missionary 1o Chma durnng its most difficult vears. We believe that Father Aedan has been raised up 1o a
glorivus and happy clemal life by a loving and merciful God. Our pravers are added 1o thousands of others that he is with the Lord.
Please pray for Father Acden McGrath



